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 INITIAL  FOCUS

 
WRR

HIF1



Where will the new road go?
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Roundabout 
(Sutton Courtenay)

T Junction APF
(no traffic lights) 

Flyover Rail Sidings 

Science Bridge 
(over main GWR line) 

River Crossing

FINAL DESIGN 2021

- SCIENCE BRIDGE

- FLYOVER APPLEFORD
   (Private Rail Sidings)

- THAMES  BRIDGE
   (Extended Viaduct over    
     Floodplain & Wildlife)

- 14 JUNCTIONS 9 MILES

- OPPOSED 5  VILLAGES

- SUPPORTED 
    (OCC, SODC & VOWH)

- HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT
    A MAJOR DRIVER

HIF SCHEME 
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HIF OBJECTIVES 
(PER OCC CONSULTANTS REPORT)

● Unlock HOUSING -> 12,000 + 6000 houses

● Create EMPLOYMENT - 000’s of jobs (Science Vale)

● Ensure IMPACT of housing on TRANSPORT NETWORK  is 
acceptable

● Provide REAL CHOICE by future proofing infrastructure

● Reduce CONGESTION around Didcot for parishes to the North

● Provide RELIEF to A34

● Provide “VALUE for MONEY””

● Support DIDCOT as a vibrant GARDEN  TOWN
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SODC HOUSING  (mostly south or west of road)
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FINANCE
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FINANCE
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FINANCIAL RISK

● Risk of cost overruns (costings 12 mths old)
○ Major construction projects invariably exceed budget

● Interest Cost (rates expected to reach 6% pa)
○ £30m.   £1.8m pa to service debt - for how long?

● Unrealistic reliance on No Claw Back Clauses?
○ Makes partial completion inevitable

● Key elements will be value engineered out.    
          - cycle paths, mitigation’s (noise barriers, low noise surface)
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COMMON SENSE CASE 
● HIF is an ARTERIAL link road

● Not WANTED  & will FILL local Roads with more traffic

● FAILS to meet its OBJECTIVES
○ Unacceptable Impact on transport network?
○ Won't Reduce congestion ?
○ Will  not deliver Value for Money?

● If SCHEME  ELEMENTS  will be DROPPED - WHICH?
                     - Value Engineering lottery?

● What the logic of STARTING A MAJOR PROJECT 
                      that  CAN’T BE FINISHED?
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Thank you
👉

CHRIS CHURCH
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SUPPLEMENTARY 

HOUSING FIGURES 

VALE & SODC
(NOT SHOWN FOR LATER DISCUSSION)   

 



16

HOUSING   
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VALE HOUSING (ring-fence area)
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SODC HOUSING  
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CASE AGAINST HIF - SUMMARY
The £300m HIF1 Road Scheme, unwanted by all Parish Councils along its 
route, contradicts OCC’s Local Transport & Connectivity Plan (LTCP), 
recently approved and now council policy. 

The Scheme is financially risky & cannot be delivered in budget or on 
time.   It will not achieve its objectives & will be bad value for money.

Further, it cannot be reconciled with OCC, VOWH or SODC climate 
reduction policies. It will expend 288,000 tonnes of CO2 during 
construction (Prof. Whitelegg) & around 23,000 tonnes annually from 
use.  

A partly completed patchwork is the likely outcome,and it should be 
withdrawn to allow sustainable alternative transport infrastructure that 
benefits everyone (not just car owners) to be developed.  

OCC are trying to retrofit HIF1, a legacy scheme to modern standards 
and claim it is an Exemplar scheme which it is not. 
   

 


